Minutes of Blairgowrie and Rattray Community Council Extraordinary Meeting
Held at the Assembly of God, Blairgowrie, 26 January 2011
Agenda

1. Attendance and apologies
2. MIR

3. Co-option of new members

4. Presentation to Citizen of the Year

5. AOCB

6. Date and time of next meeting

1. Attendance and Apologies

PRESENT: Jim Bradley, Dick Robertson, Colin Woods, David Adams, Catherine Robertson, Helen Lewis, Eilidh Scott (Minutes)

APOLOGIES: Cllr Caroline Shiers, Cllr Bob Ellis, Ivy MacLachlan, Ewan Baird
2. MAIN ISSUES REPORT

There was a discussion relating to the derelict buildings in the centre of Blairgowrie – these include the old cinema, St Stephen’s Primary School, Hill Primary School and St Mary’s church. The suggestion was made that these buildings could be used as potential accommodation encouraging people to stay in the centre of town. Many of these buildings are now conservation sites and development and building work is restricted. It was suggested that the owners of these derelict buildings be asked if they can be “de-listed” i.e. removed from the conservation list or the restrictions for development and building be relaxed. 
David Adams suggested that there is a danger of developing the outskirts of town and leaving the town centre empty and full of derelict older buildings.

It was noted that 60% of the proposed housing for Strathmore and the Glens area will be in Blairgowrie and Rattray. This has created concerns regarding the lack of infrastructure and services to support another 700 homes. Due to the projected population increase Blairgowrie and Rattray will require another 700 new homes within the next 15 years.

It was discussed that in order to prevent Blairgowrie becoming a commuter or dormitory town, more shops and services need to open in the town centre. Tourist shops and specialist stores would attract more trade into the town. It was also suggested that local shop-keepers be encouraged to have longer opening hours. 
David Adams would like to ask the council what amenities will be improved or developed to attract more people to the area. For example walking trails, cycle trails, angling areas. This could include the promotion of walking and cycling in the Blairgowrie area. 
ACTION: David Adams to draft a response to the MIR outlining all of the above concerns.
The proposal for an angling centre for young people at Loon Braes was discussed. 
ACTION: Jim Bradley to ask Cllr Ellis about this at next meeting.

3. Co-option of new members

Two new members will be co-opted onto the Community Council at the next meeting.
Angella Finlayson and Veronica McLean both from Rattray.

Sam Easson (Rattray Primary School Parents’ Council) to be invited to attend the next meeting as well.

ACTION: Jim Bradley to invite Angella, Sam and Veronica to next meeting.

4. Presentation to Citizen of the Year

The presentation is on Thursday 27 January at 7.30pm in the Dalmore Inn, Blairgowrie. 

5. AOCB

Moyness Park – Following articles in the Blairgowrie Advertiser, Jim Bradley has received comments from local residents about this proposed housing development. He has communicated with Stewart Milne and will request that they come to a public meeting organised through BRCC, to meet with residents and hear their concerns. The residents of that area are concerned about the change in original proposals to build 3 and 4-bed homes to build 1 and 2-bed flats instead. It was suggested that it is best to encourage individuals to put their complaints in writing, rather than putting in one complaint as a group to the planning department.

ACTION: Jim Bradley to contact Stewart Milne about a meeting with residents.

There is funding available for sports and leisure within Perthshire and Kinross. Councillor Ellis has access to this funding for the Blairgowrie area. A suggestion was made to install “keep fit” equipment along the riverbank and paths such as parallel bars and step machines. This would promote both fitness and tourism within the local area.

Also discussed was the idea of having audio tours around the town or along the riverbank. These would use personal stereos hired out to people, allowing them to learn more about the local history, culture and environment. Another suggestion was having the tour available as an application (app) to download onto iphones.  Genealogy is also a way of promoting the area to tourists, encouraging them to trace their ancestors and learn more about the town. If visitors are to spend more time in the town, then there would need to be more shops and amenities available to them.

Dick Robertson suggested making more of a feature of the Wellmeadow and developing it as a tourist attraction. 

The metal salmon sculpture will cost £4000 to repair as the salmon were stolen; the council have made the decision not to repair it at present.

Andrew Harris, reporter for the Blairgowrie Advertiser, has requested feedback from readers on the housing development proposals. Feedback can be given by emailing him or via the Facebook page. Jim Bradley will ask Andrew if the BRCC can see this feedback. 
ACTION: Eilidh Scott and David Adams to join Facebook group and check for feedback.

The Holyrood House Royal Garden Party is on 5 July 2011. Nominations for people to attend must be submitted by 2 February 2011. 
11. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 8 February, 7pm at the Assembly of God, Lower Mill Street, Blairgowrie. 
